European Cultural History
Instructor: Dr Ulrich Maximilian Schumann
Module entirely taught in English
Course Description
This course offers an introduction to the broad phenomenon of European culture by focusing on its most
complex artefact: the city. Through some of its most illustrative examples, the successful model of "the
European City" will be discussed and its characteristics and role in the evolution of European culture
highlighted. Correspondingly, the principal guideline will be cultural complexity. Here, the city will not be
reduced to one of its major facets – f.e. technical product, administrative unit, work of art, symbol of its
time, expression of anonymous history, mirror of abstract ideas – but regarded as a synthesis: a human
artefact able to blend the most diverse interests into a perceptible form.
The course will be taught in the form of a dynamic lecture. The basic inputs will be brought in by the
coordinator. The students are encouraged to intervene and put questions across at any time during the
lecture. A lot of free room will be offered to the students for discussions and contributions.

Course Objectives
The participants shall be strengthened in their abilities to:
 Distinguish the criteria and characteristics of «the European city»
 Discern the most significant stages and milestones of its development in relation to political
and social changes
 Understand the complexity of urban spaces and locate the interfaces of privacy and publicness
 Contour actual developments on the basis of historical experience
 Participate in class discussions
 Choose an individual research topic and handle it scientifically in a term paper
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(Brill) 2009.
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Assessment
The students’ success in the course will be evaluated mainly on the basis of a scientific term paper of
approximately ten pages. Active participation in class will be taken into account with 25%.

